An Independent Specialist Provider

"However difficult life may seem, there is always something
you can do and succeed at."
Stephen Hawking

"I like to come to college. I
have got lots of friends. I
have learned new skills."
Sarah

Sally Evans - Operations Director

Luke Milloshas - Site Director

From the Directors
As parents of young people with disabilities ourselves, we know that getting
the right support for someone with a learning difficulty is a full time job.
But for working parents, this can mean that difficult decisions and
impossible choices sometimes have to be made. That's why we created
Trinity Specialist College.
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"It's a nice place. All the staff are very
nice. It's a good experience. I've learned a
lot."
Shanice
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"I really enjoy supporting the
students at Trinity, going out
and about, spending time with
them, and watching and helping
them enjoy everyday life."
(Staff member)
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Trinity Specialist College is a Further Education day
placement centre providing up to a forty-eight week
provision for students with learning difficulties, challenging
behaviours and/or disabilities and Autistic Spectrum
Condition (ASC).
The College was opened in 2011. It was started, and is
run, by two sets of working parents who had struggled
to find appropriate provision for their own young
adults with disabilities.

The college currently caters for 24 students
at 'The Lindridge', which is a converted and
much extended farmhouse located in a
beautiful rural setting surrounded by farm
land.

There are wet rooms for personal care, a large garden
with picnic benches and sporting facilities, a sensory
cabin and a domestic kitchen and laundry where
learners can develop their independence skills.

The building is light, spacious and airy with
three large classrooms each accommodating
up to eight students. There is space for
group sessions, individual work stations, ICT
work stations, relaxation areas and a 'safe
space' where students are encouraged to
self-manage their anxieties.

"My daughter is so happy since starting at
Trinity College. She does so much every day and
enjoys every minute of it. The staff are
welcoming when I've visited the college. The
actual college and location is beautiful." (Parent)
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The curriculum has been created to accommodate a personalised timetable based on the needs of
individual students. It engages students on and off site and in and around the community. It is flexible
and always focuses on the key priorities of the college, which are: to enable learners to develop skills
that support a successful transition to adulthood; to promote and build on their level of independence;
and, where possible, to develop employment possibilities, travel training opportunities and help
facilitate semi-independent living.
Functional skills (literacy, numeracy and I.C.T.) are taught as discrete subjects
in ability groups, but are also integrated into the whole curriculum to embed
the knowledge and skills learned and place them in real life situations.
"College is good because I like all my
friends and the staff. I never want to
leave Trinity. I enjoy the lessons. My
favourite lessons are PSHE and
numeracy." Don Vinh

Work placements, enterprise projects and a range of ASDAN accredited
courses further enhance the academic and practical side of the curriculum.
Added to this there are also Communication sessions embracing all ability
levels, PSHE lessons, music sessions, project work and weekly swim and gym
sessions to encourage physical fitness, healthy eating and healthy living.
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We aim for the majority of our students to spend some time
gaining work experience as part of their study programme. This
is done both in College (learning catering skills in the kitchen,
administration and office work in Reception, and gardening and
maintenance work in the College grounds) and also outside
College using external employers while being fully supported by
trained College staff.
Weekly work placements give
consistency and foster a positive
attitude towards work. As part of
the ASDAN accredited
Employability course, young
people are also supported through
the use of mock interviews and
online job searches.

"College is
brilliant. I am
happy at college.
I like volunteer
working."
Jack

The atmosphere and ethos is very positive and there is no doubt
that students enjoy their time at college and that they are
benefiting in many ways from it. (Inspection - April 2015)
Kevin Mchenry - Independent College Improvement Advisor
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All students will follow a programme of
personal and social development that
includes aspects of independent living, travel,
personal care routines and the development
of an awareness of themselves and others.

All areas of the provision are fully accessible to students
who use wheelchairs. There are three disabled toilets
and two wet rooms that also have toileting facilities and
are designed to meet the needs of students with more
complex personal care needs.

"It's lovely. It's fun. I'm excited to
come to College. I have friends. I like
the teachers." Adam
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Through social enterprise projects we support
students to develop an understanding of designing,
creating, marketing and sales. The arts and crafts they
make are sold through summer and Christmas Fairs.

"I see Trinity as an
incredible oasis where
students come to
flourish and grow. It is
a privilege to be a part
of it." (Staff member)
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"I like college because I see my
friends. My favourite lesson is literacy.
I like to chat with the staff." Amy

Because so many of our students are on
the autistic spectrum, it is vital that we
address their sensory awareness and
communication needs and ensure that the
environment is as autism friendly as
possible to minimise sensory overload.

Sensory experiences can include massage,
aromatherapy, music therapy, tasting, and
visual stimulation through the use of lights,
interactive whiteboards, tablets and
appropriate software.
All staff are trained in using Sign Supported English,
PECS and the use of symbols to aid communication.

Students gain a great deal from the on-site
sensory cabin as well as weekly visits to a
nearby heated swimming pool and a soft
play adventure area.

"I am really pleased with my son's progress ...which
continues to grow year on year... His community visits and
independence skills are improving and I have seen a big
change at home... Many thanks for all your hard work!"
(Parent)
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Trinity Specialist College is a private college. Our entry requirements are simple: do we have a place available
and can we meet your needs? If the answer is yes to both of these questions, then we would need to know if
you were looking for a 36 week placement (covering 5 hours per day for 5 days a week, 10 am -3 pm), which
would be funded through the Education Budget from the Local Authority, or if you were looking for more (up
to a maximum of 48 weeks). If you were looking for more, the additional weeks beyond 36 would need to be
funded through a Social Care payment from your Individual Budget. If you do not currently have an Individual
Budget in place, you would need to set this up through Social Care and a Social Worker.
Anyone considering applying should do
the following:








First of all, come and look
around. You need to make sure
the setting is right for you and
the young person.
Second, fill in an enquiry form.
These are obtainable from our
office. Ring for further details.
Third, contact SENAR to make
your choice known and also to
apply for Education funding.
Fourth, if you want to apply for
more than 36 weeks, then you
will need to have an Individual
Budget in place applied for
through a social worker.

On the basis of this review I judge that leadership and
management has continued to improve and is good with some
outstanding features. (Inspection - April 2015)
Kevin Mchenry - Independent College Improvement Advisor
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For further information or to arrange an appointment
for a visit please contact us in the following ways:

"I like college because I get to
cook in the kitchen and relax when
I've finished my work." Surjit

Trinity Specialist College
The Lindridge
Lindridge Lane
Sutton Coldfield
West Midlands
B75 7JB
Tel: 0121 378 3242
email:
trinityspecialistcollege@gmail.com
website:
www.trinityspecialistcollege.co.uk

"College is really good. All the staff are kind
since I came here. It's been a good
experience. I really love it here." Conor

Check us out on Social Media
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You will find our driveway directly opposite 386, Lindridge Road, Sutton Coldfield, B75 7JB
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